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[bookmark: _GoBack]Rhetorical Analysis: “Leave Your Name at the Border” (Revision)
In August of 2007, Manuel Muñoz wrote the article “Leave Your Name at the Border”. His audience included newspaper readers and more specifically people who read The New York Times. In this article, Muñoz narrates a short story about his experiences and the consequences of anglicized (the act of making an individual or something more English) pronunciations. He maintains that all names and cultures need to be respected just like any other American name or culture. As will be noted in this essay, Muñoz makes a strong argument that makes him a good persuasive writer by incorporating his personal experience with diverse rhetorical devices such as ethos, pathos, and irony to support his argument.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Firstly, Muñoz used ethos in this article to makes people trust him and believe in what he wrote. He used ethos to show that people must respect foreign cultures like they respect American culture. As he said, “My name is Manuel. To this day, most people cannot say it correctly, the way it was intended to be said” (Muñoz 160). That means his name was pronounced incorrectly in many situations and he is still suffering from this problem because he said, “to this day” (Muñoz 160). Regarding this phenomenon, Munoz tries to make people understand that he should not be treated as a foreigner and that people should have adequate respect for his birth name. In addition, Muñoz uses ethos to show those who read the article to not judge a person just by his/her name by stating, “but who am I,” proves his humility and puts himself in the place of the other person; an aspect that sets out one strong ethos simply because this particular incidence remains to be a significant concern in his life. Hence, these points make people who do not agree with him more likely to agree with him and trust him. Ethos really helps him to support his argument.
Furthermore, in the following ethos example, Munoz comes up with a question so as to demonstrate that he cannot be justified to judge an individual on the basis of his/her name only. In this sense, he asks, “But who was I to imagine this man being from anywhere, based on his name alone?” (Munoz 161). Munoz uses this statement with the aim of convincing this article’s readers that he has an apt comprehension on the reason as to why an individual will judge another only on the basis of his/her. It is quite imperative to note that Munoz uses the statement “but who am I” to demonstrate that he places himself at the opposite edge of his argument. As a consequence, this act awards Munoz an imperative attention from the group that is not agreeing with his argument; an occurrence where he sufficiently portrays that even he himself can make such assumptions concerning names of other people. In so doing, a correlation is built between him and his respective readers, a facet earns him more trust from his readers. Substantially, it can be summed that these two instances confirm that Munoz did not have any intention of influencing his readers to side with him, but rather shows that he is just being humble; making the readers have a feeling of comfortability while perusing the article.       
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]In addition, Muñoz used pathos to convince his respective readers that all cultures and names needed to be treated equally. For example, when Muñoz was in school and there was a white mathematics teacher who pronounces Hispanic names correctly. The students felt uncomfortable when they listened to the teacher who pronounced their names correctly. This reaction was unexpected by the reader because they should be proud of their culture and they should respect the teacher, but they felt uncomfortable because they could not imagine that an individual of the superior culture had an opportunity to grow interested in their despised culture. After a short time, Munoz realized that the teacher respected and their culture. He used pathos in this story to convince readers of the importance of respecting people of different cultures by stirring their feelings. Moreover, when Munoz went to the East Coast to complete his education. The people there apologized when they pronounced his name wrongly. This thing affected his life, and Muñoz learned what it means to be a respectable man. He used the word “politely” (Muñoz 161) to show much respect they give him. Pathos was used here to make readers put themselves in the situation. Ultimately, Munoz wants less considerate people to become more considerate so as to change their lives to better.
Finally, Munoz has been observed to utilize the rhetorical device irony so as to apply the disrespectful feeling towards the readers. In order to support this argument, he speaks out about an experience he had in Fresno airport and even how a Mexican lady (the gate agent) anglicized “Eugenio Reyes” (a Spanish name) even though this lady had the ability to mention the name in faultless Spanish (Munoz 157). Clearly, the irony is seen where this gate agent still anglicizes the pronunciation even though she has the ability to say the name in Spanish. Munoz maintains that this act is highly common in areas such as Fresno as well as in other Central California Valleys by stating that “Spanish was and still is viewed with suspicion: always the language of the vilified legal immigrant, it segregated schoolchildren into English-only and bilingual programs; it defined you, above all else, as part of a lower class” (Munoz 157). In this sense, he uses the term ‘suspicion’ to show the perceptions of people on Mexicans; an incidence implying that individuals with a Mexican origin are being looked down upon due to their origin. He goes ahead to use another word like ‘vilified’ to mean that some of the people found in the Central California Valleys treat people of Mexican origin with a lot of disrespect by either writing or saying harsh (vilifying) things concerning them (Munoz 158).      
Suffice to say, the aforementioned rhetorical devices used by Munoz play a significant part in the making of his persuasive article; he does not seem to push the readers in believing and supporting his argument. Also, Muñoz’s use of many stories that include pathos to convince readers and stir their feelings together with his ability to effectively use the ethos and pathos in the right places, makes him a good writer. His abundant experience and strong argument influence his credibility creation; maintaining that every individual, name and origin or culture has to be highly respected. 
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